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1. Name ot Property

historic name Rich Bottom Farm

other narmes/sita number VHDR File Ng, 53-422
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street & number 16860 Hillsboro i 1t/2 Mil North = net far pubtication
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5. Classification
Ownershiv of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as marny boxes as apcrty) (Check onty ane Dax) (Do not inciude prevaualy listed resources it the count)
(& privats & building(s) Contrbuting Nancantrisuting
| puptic-locai C distric: 3 0 »
O public-Stata  site butldings
= puglic-Fegeral C structure 0 0 sites
| 3 >
W 0 0 structuras
0 0 oDjects
3 0 Total

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Entar “N/A" If proparty 18 not part of a murtitie property listing.)

N/A

Number Of contributing resources previously listed
In the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Mistaric Functions
(Emear camsgones from instructons)

Domestic/Single Dwelline

Domestic/Secondarv Structure

Current Functions
(Emter cateqgones from instructons)

Domestic/Single Dwelling

Domestic/Secondary Structure

7. Description

Architectural Classiflcation
(Entar catsgenes Imm instruczans)

FEDERAL

Namrattve De=cription

Materials

(Enter categones from instructons)

Stone = Limestone

foundation

walls Stope - |inestone
Brick

roaf Metal

cther
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark

"x"" in one or more boxes for Ine cmena qualifying the progerty

far National Reqgister lisung.)

A

dcC

Do

Prcperty Is associated with svents that have made
a signifizant contnbution to the bread pattems of
aur histary.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in gur past.

Property emocdies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a2 master, or passesses
hign artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whcse companents lack
individual distinction.

Praperty has yieided, cr is likely to yield,
informaticn impertant in prenistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark

"x'*in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

CA

-
cCc

co

owned Dy a religious institution ar used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a :irrjtplace qr grave.

a cerr;etery.

a reconstructed building, cbject, ar structure.
a commemarative preperty.

less than 30 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance )
(Explain the significance of the property on one or mare continuation sheets,) See Continuation Sheets

"Areas of Significance
(Enter categanes from instructons)

Architecture

Period of Significance
ca. 1780 = ca. 1820

Significant Dates
ca. 1780

ca. 1820

Significant Person
(Camptete if Critenan 3 is marked aoove)

N/A

Cultural Affillation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography
(Cite tne bocks, artctes, and cther sources usad in prepanng this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
O preiitinary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 87) has been requested

O previously listed in the National Register
O previousty determined eligible by the National

Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark
(O recorded by Histonc American Buildings Survey

#

O recarded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:
Xl State Histaric Preservation Office
O Other State agency
O Federal agency
O Local government
O University
J Other
Name af repository:
Virginia Dept. of Historic Resources
221 Governor St., Richmond, VA 23219
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Summary Description

Rich Bottom Farm is located on a ten-acre site on the east side of
Hillsboro Road (Route 690) in the Loudoun Valley area of Loudoun County,
one mile north of the Town of Purcellville. The house is a two-story,
gable-roofed structure that was built in three sections between ca. 1780

and ca. 1820. The eastern and central sections are constructed of
limestone masonry walls with interior end chimneys built at each end of
the structure. The third section, built ca. 1820, is constructed of

hand-made brick with an interior end chimney at the west gable end of the
structure. The dwelling retains two-thirds of its original flooring,
original mantels, original chair rails, as well as original built-in
cabinets on both floors of the ca. 1820 addition. It was constructed
with correspeonding front and rear entrance doors in each of the three
sections. A single-story masonry-stucco addition was added to the rear
of the western addition in the first half of the twentieth century. Two
historic limestone masonry outbuildings survive on the property -- a
smokehouse and a two-story springhouse. The property is in excellent
condition and has had very little alteration since its construction. The
property maintains its historic integrity in terms of design, setting,
materials, workmanship and feeling.

Detailed Description

It is known from the Index to Tithables that Samuel Purcell lived on
the property by the 1780’s. This information coupled with the
architectural character suggests construction during this pericd.

The house is situated in the southwest quadrant of the ten-acre
property. The west gable end runs parallel to State Route 690 (Hillsboro
Road) and is 68 yards from the rocad. A grass yard of approximately 2
acres surrounds the primary dwelling and the two original dependencies.
A limestone-masonry smokehouse is located 15 feet southeast of the east
gable end of the primary dwelling. A functional two-story limestcne
masonry springhouse is located 138 feet south of the southeast corner of
the primary dwelling. A 70-foot diameter pond, fed by the springhouse is
located 45 feet to the southwest of the springhouse. The pond is located
10 feet inside the property line which borders State Route 690 to the
southwest. Located north of the primary structure is a two-acre wooded
area (overgrown orchard). Located 75 yards east of the east gable end of
the house is a six-acre hay field.
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Facing south, is a three-part, two-story, limestone masonry house
with a limestone foundation, a gable roof, and three chimneys. One
chimney is situated at the east and west gable ends respectively. A
third chimney extends through the peak of the gable roof 24 feet from the
west gable end. The stone foundation contains a basement in the central
section of the dwelling. The basement has a ceiling height of six and
one-half feet and is accessed by a staircase in the eastern section of
the house.

An eight-bay late-nineteenth-century frame porch spans the entire
south front of the dwelling. Evidence of an earlier porch is found in
three stone steps beneath the porch floor between the eastern and central
stone sections of the dwelling.

The walls in the eastern and central sections of the house are
twenty-inch thick, roughly cut limestone. The courses above ground are
more regular than those of the foundation walls. The walls are load
bearing with hewn log floor joists running north-south set directly into
the stone. The wall stones range in length from twenty-eight inches to
less than six inches. Fourteen inches is the typical length and six
inches the typical height. The vast majority of the original mortar is
in place. Approximately 10% of the mortar has been replaced. There are
no gaps between the stones. The walls retain their structural integrity.
There are no quoins or belt courses.

The walls in the western section of the house are constructed
sixteen-inch thick, handmade clay brick resting on a stone foundation.
The typical brick size is 8 1/2 inches long, 4 inches wide and 2 inches
thick. The bricks are laid in American-bond pattern with flush mortar
joints. The exterior brick in this section is painted and all mortar
appears to be original.

The south elevation was originally the front elevation and remains
so today. The ca. 1820 western brick section has three windows
symmetrically placed on the second floor over two windows and a door on
the first floor. The windows are six-over-six double-hung sash, fit
flush with the exterior surface and retain over seventy percent of their
original glazing. The first-floor doorway retains its original, six-
panelled, wooden door. The doorway is surmounted by a wooden header and
is recessed twelve inches from the exterior brick surface.
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The central 1limestone section of the house has two windows
symmetrically placed on the second floor directly over two windows and a
door in the center of the first floor. These windows are six-over-six
double-hung sash windows, fit flush with the exterior stone surface and
retain sixty-five percent of their original glazing. The first-floor
doorway has a replaced six-panelled, wooden door and is recessed four
inches from the exterior surface in its original frame.

The eastern section, built ca. 1780 of limestone construction, has
two windows symmetrically placed on the second floor. The first floor
has a door centered between the second-floor windows. As in the previous
two sections, the windows have six-over-six double-hung sash. The first-
floor doorway has a replaced six-panelled, wooden door ané is recessed
four inches from the exterior surface in its original frame.

The north elevation is similar to the south elevation with windows
and doors corresponding to the south elevation in each of the three
sections to provide ventilation and access. The second story of the
eastern third of the house has one window centered in the wall.

The gable roof 1is covered by standing-seam sheet metal over the
original hand-cut shingles. The rafters are hand cut and are joined by
the mortise and tenon method of constructicon. Rafter ends are exposed on
the eastern and central sections of the dwelling at the rear. The rafter
ends are exposed on the eastern section of the dwelling at the front,
while a box cornice extends across the central and western sections.

A masonry/stucco-covered one-story addition, dating from the first
half of the twentieth century, extends northward from the rear of the
western section of the house. It contains one six-over-six double-hung
sash window on each of the west, north and east exposures. It has a
standing-seam metal shed roof which joins the brick north wall of the
western addition below the second-floor windows.

The house faces south, is 96 feet long and 19’ wide with
corresponding front and rear entrance doors in each of the three sections
for ventilation and access. The six rooms in the house (three up, three
down) connect without hallways. The house contains its original horse
hair and plaster interior walls, woodwork, and trim.
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The first floor of the house at Rich Bottom Farm contains three
rooms, one room in each of the east, central and west sections. The
first floor of the east section has a stone cooking fireplace and oven on
the east end exposed stone wall. A hand-hewn chestnut log, 10 feet long
16 inches high and 12 inches thick, serves as the lintel for the firebox.
An unusual feature is an additional wood piece on the right side of the
firebox opening that is 19 inches wide, 2 1/2 inches thick and 28 inches
deep. The right end of the lintel rests on this wood piece. The pine
floorboards have been replaced (approximately 20 years ago). The two
doors and windows have plain pine reveals. The walls are whitewashed
plaster and have pine base molding. The ceiling has exposed beams
running north-south with the second-story flooring resting above. The
ceiling height is 7 feet 10 inches. An original boxed staircase provides
access to the room above. It begins parallel to the south wall and turns
to parallel the west wall and is constructed of pine and chestnut.

The first-floor central room has a stone fireplace on the west
interior wall featuring an original carved mantel and original built-in
two door cupboard. The pine and chestnut fleocoring in this room is
original. The two doors and four windows have plain pine reveals. The
walls are whitewashed plaster and have pine base molding. The ceiling
has exposed original hand-hewn beams with chamfered edges. A whitewashed
plaster ceiling is between the beams. Ceiling height is 7 feet 6 inches.
Interior framed passageways to this room are located in the northeast and
southwest corners respectively.

The first-floor west room has a brick masonry fireplace centered in
the west exterior wall. This wall features the original carved mantel as
well as original built-in cabinets with upper shelves and lower cabinets
with panelled doors on each side of the fireplace. The heart of pine
flooring in this room is original. The walls and ceiling are finished in
whitewashed plaster. The ceiling height is 7 feet 11 inches. The
original pine paneled staircase is located on the east wall and rises in
a northerly direction. The staircase features a rounded newel, turned
balusters, and a sculpted hand rail that is rounded at the newel post.
The stair risers are original heart of pine secured by cut nails. The
original doors and windows have plain pine reveals.
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The masonry/stucco addition is a single-story one-room structure
connected to the rear of the western addition by means of a framed
passageway which was created by the lowering of the original window in
the center of the north wall. Constructed in the first half of the
twentieth century, it has whitewashed plaster walls.

The second floor plan is similar to the first. All walls have
original horse hair whitewashed plaster and feature original painted
chair rails in the central and east rooms. The pine floor in the east
room was replaced approximately 20 years ago. The ceiling has original
hand-hewn beams with chamfered edges. Whitewashed hand-planed attic
floor boards comprise the ceiling. The ceiling height is 7 feet. An
original boxed staircase, corresponding in location to the first-floor
staircase, accesses the attic on the east end of the structure. The
original windows are recessed.

The second-floor central room has a plaster ceiling, 7 feet in
height, recessed windows, original wide chestnut board flooring and an
exposed whitewashed stone wall on the west interior exposure. Interior
framed passageways to this section are located in the northeast and
northwest corners respectively.

The second-floor west room contains a bathroom that was added in the
twentieth century in the southeast corner. An original boxed staircase
located above the main staircase provides access to the attic. The walls
and ceiling are covered in whitewashed plaster. The ceiling is 7 feet
high. The windows are recessed with pine reveals. The room features a
brick masonry fireplace centered on the west exterior wall with a
horizontally reeded frieze. A molded shelf is supported by engaged
Tuscan columns. Original pine cabinets with reeded vertical trim flank
the fireplace. The original flooring in this section of the house is
heart of pine.

There are two original secondary structures on the property. A
limestone masonry smokehouse and a two-story limestone masonry
springhouse. Both structures feature plastered interior walls and have
metal roofs. The walls are twenty inches thick in both structures. The
cornerstone of the smokehouse is initialled and dated 1797.
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The springhouse has been restored to 1its original operating
condition. The water passes through a canal traveling in a north-south
direction along the interior of the west wall. The seccond-level grain
storage 1loft has its original f£floor. The exterior staircase was
reconstructed in its original 1location using wall anchor holes and
foundation stones discovered in the course of restoration. The three
lower-level ventilation openings were reconstructed using a few remaining
original bars as patterns.

This property with its original single dwelling and two coriginal
secondary structures presents a true window to cultural life in Western
Loudoun in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

To preserve the property and protect faithfully its historical
integrity, the current owners Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Richmond restored the
property in 1994 and 1995.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rich Bottom Farm is significant as a well preserved example of
Federal-style architecture. It is a two-story, gable-roofed structure.
Construction started ca. 1780 on a stone house that evolved into a three-
part house by 1820. The house has limestone masonry walls in the eastern
and central sections and handmade brick walls in the western section.
The door alignment, lack of hallways and lintel construction of the
cooking fireplace in the east gable section are of architectural
significance in this dwelling.

The house is the late-eighteenth-century dwelling cf prosperous
grain farmer Samuel Purcell and it remained in the possession of the same
family until 1940. The house and structures on the property maintain
their historical character and architectural integrity.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Rich Bottom Farm is the late-eighteenth-century home of Samuel
Purcell for whose descendants the town of Purcellville was named.
Samuel, seventh son of Thomas Purcell (Pursell, Pursly) and Mary Van
Hook, was born in 1757' in a 1 1/2-story log house located between the
present day towns of Purcellville and Hillsboro in Loudoun County,
Virginia. His father Thomas Purcell bought 116 1/2 acres from John
Tayloe in 1765° where he and his wife raised 13 children on the land he
farmed with his sons3. Thomas Purcell reccrded his last will and
testament in 1779. At his death he intended his land to be "leased out",
"in these troubled times", and the income divided among his sons.‘ Samuel
had married Margaret Copeland at the time of his father’s will. In that
same year his first child was born, a son, Jonah Purcell. Samuel and
Margaret were to have eight more children.’

It is known he lived in a fieldstone house®, owned slaves’ and paid
personal property tax® from 1781-1787.

Loudoun County, during the colonial era, was an area of large
landowners and settlement of it coincided with the period wheat was 1n
demand to satisfy the British market. Wheat was a money crog and as a
result numerous mills were constructed throughout the county,” and would
continue to operate into the next century. In 1785 Samuel and one of his
brothers would ask permission of the County to build a grist mill'® (an
old mill stone rests in front of the house today and descendants claim it
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was from their grist mill). As their business Prospered Samuel would

buy all the land that had once been his fathers'

In 1816 there was a severe drought in the County and according to
local 1egend farmers came from all over to draw buckets of water from
the spring on Samuel’s property'? (this spring is still in use today).

Provisions were made in his last will and testament that his slaves
were to be freed and all debts against them paid, so they, as a family,
father, daughter and children could have their freedom, Christmas Day
1829". samuel died earlier that year and was buried next to his parents
and sister at today’s Potts Cemetery near Hillsboro'.

By the 1850’s Samuel’s descendants had sold off most of his holdings
including the grist mill" and had become storekeepers and postmasters.
By 1852 the small village where the Purcell store was located and post
office became known as Purcellville. A grandson, Edmund,would live at
Rich Bottom Farm during the civil war'® and would be visited by northern
troops as well as the Confederates, who camped at Snickers Gap.

The original farm would remain in the Purcell family until the
1940’s when J. Lynn Cornwell would buy it'” and after a divorce settlement
in 1950, his wife Rhetta Cornwell would sell to Edmund Pancoast'® The
farm was sub-divided in 1972 and the original fieldstone house w1th 10
acres (parcel #3) was sold in 1994 to the present owners Arthur &
Jennifer Richmond.'™

ENDNOTES

1. Ruth Bowman, descendent .of Samuel-Jonah Purcell, Purcellville, VA.

2. Loudoun County Deed Book - D. pg. 97.

3. Purcell Family of America, Editor, Mrs. Forest Purcell, Balch
Library, Leesburg, VA.

Loudoun County Will Book - B. pg. 279-280.

Ruth Bowman, descendent of Samuel-Jcnah Purcell, Purcellville, VA.

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission #VDHR 53-422.

Index to Shareholders and Slaves, Balch Library, Leesburg, VA.

Index to Tithables of Loudoun County, Balch Library, Leesburg, VA.

"From Frontier to Suburbia", Charles P. Poland, Jr.

10. Loudoun County Order Book - H. pg. 488.

11. Loudoun County Deed Book - X. pg. 65.

12. "Legends of Loudoun", Harrison Williams.

13. Loudoun County Will Book - R. pg. 206.

14. Map - Potts Cemetery, Hillsboro, Balch Library, Leesburg, VA.

15. Loudoun County Deed Books - 3T. pg. 47-5C. pg. 399-56 pg. 421.
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GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Rich Bottom Farm property are described in the
Loudoun County Tax Maps as #35-2-3.

Boundary Justification

The Rich Bottom Farm nomination consists of ten acres with legally
recorded boundaries which represent the portion of the original tract
conveyed to Arthur L. Richmond and Jennifer K. Richmond by deed dated 7-
13-94, found in Loudoun County, Virginia Deed Book 1319, page 707.
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These boundaries comprise all of the historic property owned by the
Richmond family and contains the original Rich Bottom dwelling,
smokehouse and springhouse, - the only known surviving structures
associated with the original historic land boundaries.
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Rich Bottom Farm, Loudoun County
VDHR File No. 53-422
Photographer: Arthur L. Richmond
Date: June 1996
Location of Original Negatives: Property Owner-Arthur L. Richmond
16860 Hillsboro Road
Purcellville, VA

1 VIEW: South and east elevations looking northwest
Photo 1 of 16

2. VIEW: South elevation looking north
Photo 2 of 16

s VIEW: South and west elevations looking northeast
Photo 3 of 16

4, VIEW: North and east elevations looking southwest
Photo 4 of 16

5 VIEW: First floor east room loocking northeast
Photo 5 of 16

6. VIEW: First floor east room boxed staircase
Photo 6 of 16

T VIEW: First floor center room looking west
Photo 7 of 16

8. VIEW: First floor center room looking east
Photo 8 of 16

9. VIEW: First floor west room looking west
Photo 9 of 16

10. VIEW: First floor west room looking east
Photo 10 of 16

11. VIEW: Second floor east room looking southeast
Photo 11 of 16

12. VIEW: Second floor center room looking southeast
Photo 12 of 16
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13. VIEW: Second floor west room looking west
Photo 13 of 16

14, VIEW: Secondary structure - smokehouse looking east
Photo 14 of 16

15. VIEW: Secondary structure - springhouse looking south
Photo 15 of 16

16. VIEW: Secondary structure - springhouse and pond looking north
Photo 16 of 16
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Supersedes Army Map Service map dated 1953 i
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Polyconic projection. 10,000-foot grid ticks based on Virginia 'i'ﬁ MILS
coordinate system, north zone \i|

1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, ‘

zone 18, shown in blue

1927 North American Datum UTM GRID AND 1984 MAGNETIC NORTH
To place on the predicted North American Datum 1983 DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET

move the projection lines 8 meters south and
24 meters west as shown by dashed corner ticks

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked



